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Almost ready to ‘go’ to Guba

ByHRokimQ in 2004, Goda, who is & mem-
Tha asahi shimbun ber, asél::d the Cuban spons

t's not wnusual for fm'cd?p
ers to come to Japan for
eraining, but a young Cuban
here to master the game of
go has raised a few s

hi. Yoshidi, @hread of

the group’s secretariat, says,

' he “Ties will become closer if

L there is an established route

d e, from Cuba to Japan, and go

,' ives i will become even more popu-
'TWm‘ahﬂ(cl Goda, 69, who runs  lar ln Cuba.”

il school in Ish- ‘While many Aslan young-
nka, Tbaraki Prefecture, The  sters have apprenticed wit
walls of the Cuban’s six-mat  professional Japanese go play-
room are lined hooks, ers, Alvarez is the first forcign
videos and other go-related  student sponsored by the
study materials, “T wake up A spokesperson for the
around 6 or 7 am, Other than  hon Kivin (Japan Go Associa-
time spenl: on meals and farm  tion} called Alvarez
work, I immerse myself in go here to promote the game
untll late at night.” he says, overseas “unprecedented.”
Alvarez is a student major- Yoshida hopes the Cuban is
ing in sports culture at a uni- the first of many. “If we are
w:rslg in Sancti Spiritus in tor make arange-

Cuba Three years ago mcms. we impe' to spnmor
a mathematics teacher taught  mose fo
him how o play go. It is more A]\mamved m]apanhst
complex and profound rthan  November. “It was so cold, [
chess,” Alvarez says. “Even if had no idea what would ].mp
K:'u understand the rules, it's pen. But people have been kind,
d to perfect your game.”  and I haven't felt homesick.”
He was chosen to fly to Alvarez plays go with Goda
Japan ]xsrsimng e local  and other locals almost every
e league, v wondmdwhyl day. He says he has
was chosen when there are  about 1500 games so far, in-
cludmg‘match:s EOuEn -
me

His skill level, which was

gal.n(mhn.'hasays. around the amatenr rank 2o
Hls Iapan trip was made has imrmvcd o F-can with -
possible through the struction from professional

Crs,
The go ambassador will re-
turn te Cuba soen. “Go is like
a force of nature that has
h d my life,” he says.
“although there are more than
o thowsand go players in Cu-
ba. H\opc to inerease that
T return, It

-] wonld bc nicc * IF every. Cuban

eviry year, On thebr first visit  could play o™
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